Ministry Moment:  A Focus on Bethlehem Preschool

The Bethlehem Preschool opened its doors to church families and our community at large in the fall of 1984 to offer a quality Christian pre-Kindergarten program to 4-year-olds.

Prior to that time, Sara Shackleford and Susan Tinsley had participated in a 2-day-a-week organized playgroup for eight preschooler and eight moms.  The moms, working in twos, taught classes that involved lots of arts and crafts and play time.  After two years several of the moms decided they themselves needed to find other outlets for their talents, but wanted their children to continue in the playgroup.  It was then that Sara and Susan started thinking about what they could continue to do for these children.

Searching for something they could do together, Sara and Susan went to Bethlehem’s Administrative Board and asked permission to use the church for a 3-days-a-week preschool program for three and four year olds.  Their plan was to open with 16 children and to offer a good pre-Kindergarten program which would include Bible stories and story-telling;, a love of books; lots of music and movement; arts and crafts; lessons about shapes, numbers and colors; and lots of social time for the kids so they could learn to interact, play and share and enjoy being together.  That first year the registration was full and there was even a waiting list.  Bethlehem Preschool was born.

As the years went on, the Preschool expanded to a five-days-a-week program and the rest is history.  Sara served as Co-Director of the Preschool for eight year and Susan as Director for two more years.  Carrie Neilson followed Susan and, currently, church member Terry Saul leads the staff.  The two-year-old program was added last year as Bethlehem Preschool continues to grow and reach our to the needs of the community.
Children are the life of our church and the life of our community.  Bethlehem Preschool has provided a firm foundation for hundreds of children from all walks of life as they prepare to enter their formal education.  Kindergarten and primary teachers will tell you that they can always tell the students who have had the preschool experience.  It’s that “step up” and the “leading edge” in both academics and socialization that is so important for today’s kids.

For over 25 years Bethlehem Preschool has been a strong outreach for our church.  Our MOPS program, Mothers Of PreschoolerS, is strong and active thanks to Terry, Lee Larson and a battery of volunteers.

Along with the Preschool, Bethlehem United Methodist Women, Bethlehem United Methodist Men and individual church members have always strived to provide scholarships to children whose parents can use help with the Preschool tuition.  Focusing on this outreach ministry, if you have a love of children and a desire to help a child in need get a strong Christian beginning, and to make a difference in their lives that will last forever, donations toward scholarships are most welcomed and needed.  If you could volunteer an hour a week or an hour a month, the children would love to have you read to them, or do an art project, or share singing and music.  And, please don’t forget to put the Preschool on your Prayer List.  Bethlehem Preschool is a ministry that all of us at Bethlehem can be very proud of.  It is a ministry that will, with the Congregation’s support, continue to grow and provide a “firm foundation” for the most important future we have…our children.

